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Bourses mostly firmed as investors took heart from merger news and hopes of international action to curb the strength of the yen.

The Eurobloc 100 index rose 7.69 or 0.7 per cent to 1,099.54. The Eurotop 100 climbed 20.90 or 0.7 per cent to 2,991, while the Eurotop 300 ended 6.02 or 0.5 per cent higher at 1,312.83.

PARIS edged ahead as Dexia, the bank, set the pace. The CAC-40 index ended 36.17 or 0.8 per cent higher at 4,680.49.

Dexia climbed E6.50 or 4.9 per cent to E140 on news of a plan to merge its French and Belgian holding companies. The stock was lifted further by the announcement that it was in talks with Societe Generale aimed at strengthening links between the two companies.

