PR Newswire 
January 29, 1988, Friday 


DISTRIBUTION: TO BUSINESS DESK 

LENGTH: 490 words 

HEADLINE: ASEA BROWN BOVERI NAMES THREE TO NEW ABB TRACTION POSTS 

DATELINE: PURCHASE, N.Y., Jan. 29 

BODY: 
PURCHASE, N.Y., Jan. 29 /PRN/ -- A new operating company, 
ABB Traction Inc., will be formed as a subsidiary of Asea Brown 
Boveri Inc., it was announced today by Klaus E. Agthe, president and 
chief executive officer of the company. 
    Asea Brown Boveri is the result of the merger at the beginning of 
the year between the Asea Group of Sweden and BBC Brown Boveri of 
Switzerland, creating the world's largest electro-technical company 
with sales of over $18 billion. 
    In the new ABB Traction, Carlo Gorla has been named president and 
Ake Wennberg vice president, Agthe reported.  Douglas Dreisbach will 
serve as director of marketing, sales and project development. 
    ABB Traction supplies and services all major electro-mechanical 
equipment for the rail and transit industry.  This includes 
locomotives and mass-transit vehicles, as well as components for the 
rail and electric vehicle market, such as trucks, propulsion systems, 
auxiliary power systems, low voltage power supplies, high speed 
circuit breakers and airconditioning equipment. 
    The company also supplies power distribution systems and products 
for transit applications, including AC and DC switchgear and 
transformers, rectifiers, static AC converters, catenary and control 
systems. 
    ABB Traction can provide complete turnkey mass transit systems, 
including financing.  The company will be temporarily headquartered 
in North Brunswick, N.J., until a new location in the 
Trenton/Princeton area is selected. 
    The president of the company, Carlo Gorla, was previously vice 
president and general manager of the Control and Automation Division 
of BBC Brown Boveri. 
    Gorla joined BBC Brown Boveri in the United States in 1981 as 
assistant to the chairman.  His subsequent company positions included 
senior vice president business planning, vice president and general 
manager of the Power Systems and Control Division and then vice 
president and general manager of the Control and Automation Division. 
 He holds a doctorate in economics and business from the Universita 
Bocconi in Milan, Italy. 
    The vice president of ABB Traction, Ake Wennberg, was previously 
president of Asea Traction Inc. in Langhorne, Pa.  With a graduate 
degree in engineering from Chalmers University in Gothenburg, Sweden, 
Wennberg joined Asea Traction in 1977.  He was assigned to marketing 
and sales, headed up systems engineering and mass transit and then 
became area salesman for the United States before being named 
president of Asea Traction in the U.S. 
    Douglas Dreisbach, the new director of marketing, sales and 
project development, joined BBC Brown Boveri in 1985 as product 
manager of the Traction Propulsion System.  He holds degrees from 
Colgate University and the University of the Americas in Puebla, 
Mexico. 
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